Bournemouth Media School

Media 100 Off-Line Handouts


5. Effects in Media 100
To do an effect on a clip, double-click on the clip in the Program (Timeline), to send it into the Edit Suite.  This has now automatically put the Edit Suite into Edit Clip mode.

Click on the triangle in the bottom right corner of the Edit Suite to expand the window.  This reveals two panels: MotionFX and ColourFX.

MotionFX

The MotionFX panel can be used to alter the speed, length and direction of the clip, or to apply a real time strobe effect.

Speed Changes

Altering the speed and length of the clip are connected, if you alter one the other is automatically changed.  By increasing the speed (In the Speed % box) at which a clip plays, it makes it faster, thus shortening the clip (In the Length box).  By decreasing the speed of the clip, it also makes it longer.

A change in speed can be previewed in the Edit Suite window.

Click Apply to apply the change to the clip.  Another clip will appear in the Bin  window, named to match the motion applied.

Before playing the project out, or if you wish to apply a graphic to a clip, you must first Render any clip altered in the MotionFX panel.

To adjust the length (therefore also altering the speed) enter the required length in the Length box.

· It is always advisable to select Smooth Motion when altering the speed of a shot.  This ensures the motion from frame to frame looks smooth, although less sharp.  Without this function on the shot will appear far more jumpy or jerky.

Changing Clip Direction

To alter the direction of the clip select Reverse, this automatically makes the speed a negative value (the speed of a reversed clip can therefore also be altered).  Select Apply and either then, or later on, Render the change.

Freeze Framing

To freeze-frame a clip, select the frame you want to freeze on by moving the play line in the Edit Suite window and select Freeze.  This automatically changes the speed to 0%.  Select whether you wish to freeze the First Field, the Second Field or the Full Frame and set the Length of the clip.  You can preview it in the Edit Suite, and then select Apply to apply the change.  A clip will appear in the Bin window.  You can either Render it now, or later.

Adding a Strobe Effect

To add a strobe effect click the Strobe box.  Select how many frames to Play and then how many frames to apply the motion to.  The options for the action are: Freeze and Play Black.

Select Apply to make the change.  STROBE EFFECT DOES NOT NEED TO BE RENDERED.

When an altered clip appears in the timeline it will be dark purple, until it is rendered, when it turns light purple.

ColourFX

Media 100 provides real-time colour effects that do not need to be rendered.

The ColourFX panel includes a number of preset colour effects, such as Black and White, Cobalt, Sepia and Standard Colour.  These are the bold settings in the left dialogue box, contained within the ColourFX window.  If you save your own colour change it will appear in this list, but will not be in bold.

There are three ways in which you can alter a clips colour: Classic, Curves and Levels, however only the first method is available in the off-line suites.

Classic

Select the Classic colour type and then click Customise.  This opens the ColourFX Classic dialogue box.

In this box it is possible for you to alter the Luminance (Brightness, Contrast and Invert light shades for dark and dark shades for light), the Chrominance (Tint, Saturation, Invert the colours to their opposite, eg. Red changes to cyan, blue to yellow, and Colourize), and the Style (Posterize and Solarize).

Each of these elements can be altered by moving the corresponding slider up and down.

If you do not like any change you have made click Revert in the ColourFX panel to change it back to the original clip.  To save a customised colour change select Save, name it and click OK.  To delete a saved colour change, highlight it in the preset dialogue box and select Delete.

To apply any change to a clip select Apply in the Edit Suite window.  If you are changing a clip in the Bin then the still frame will change colour accordingly.  If you are changing a clip in the Program then a green line will appear across the top of the video icon.  THIS DOES NOT NEED TO BE RENDERED.

If you wish to undo a colour change, take the clip back into the Edit Suite, select Standard Colour from the list of preset colour changes and click Apply.  This reverts the clip back to the original.

